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much of his thought in an unavailing war
with the agrarian party, believing it the
root of change, but the fox that crept into
the badger's hole did not come from there.
Power passed to small shopkeepers, to
clerks, to that very class who had seemed
to John O'Leary so ready to bend to the
power of others, to men who had risen
above the traditions of the countryman,
without learning those of cultivated life
or even educating themselves, and who
because of their poverty, their ignorance,
their superstitious piety, are much subject
to all kinds of fear. Immediate victory,
immediate utility, became everything, and
the conviction, which is in all who have
run great risks for a cause's sake, in the
O'Learys and Mazzinis as in all rich
natures, that life is greater than the cause,
withered, and we artists, who are the
servants not of any cause but of mere
naked life, and above all of that life in its
certain friend got together somewhere in Tipperary a great
meeting of farmers for O'Leary on his coming out of prison,
and O'Leary had said at it: " The landlords gave us some
few leaders, and I like them for that, and the artisans have
-given us great numbers of good patriots, and so I like them
best: but you I do not like at all, for you have never given
us any one."